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6PRELIMINARY ANTHROPOLCX31ST’S REPORT - BIKINI ATOLL SURVEY 19,7

Jack A. Tobin

Brief Historical Background

The Bikini people had lived on their atoll for many

generation. They and their fellow Marshallese came under the

domination of foreigners less than one hundred years ago. The

(lerman regime was succeeded by that of the Japanese at the

onset of World War 1. The Japanese rule was terminated by the

American forces during World War II.

Contact with the Outside World

The people of Biklnl Atoll were not the isolated twentieth

century “Stone Age primitives” as described by sensationalist

news reporters and other Journalists. They were and are, how-

ever, less sophisticated than other more acculturated

Marshallese, but they had been In contact with the rest of the

Mar8hall Islanda, and had been exposed to at least some of the

aspects of Western culture.

Every two months a Japanese schooner visited Bikini to

purchase copra and to sell food, clothing, and ot;her goods.

Every six months a Japanese official made a vlslt to the atoll.

Some of the Blklni people visited other atolls, married out,

and attended school elsewhere. Other Marshallese visited

Bikini.
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The small Bikini community hsd developed a close in-group

feellng during the years of relative isolation prior tc the

coining of the white man and found satisfaction and security in

their closely knit personal relatlon8hlps and communal life,

World War II and the Bikini People

The Bikini people were directly affected by World War 11

In that three of their young men who had been attending the

Japanese government school on Jalult Atoll were drafted as

laborer~ and sent to Enewetak Atoll. They were later killed

there In the American bombing and bombardment of that huge and

important Japaneae military base. There were only six Japanese

ooldiers at Bikini, however; vd3521e3s station operators also

manned the ammunition stores. These men were all killed by

American bombing and shelling. Little damage was done to Bikini,

however, and the Bikini people were much better off tha~l

!4arshallese In areas such as Jaluit, Enewetak and Kwajalein,

where heavy fl.~hting occurred. The Bikini people suffered as

did the other Marshallese, from the cut-off of supply lines

from Japan with the resultant cessation of imports of’ neces~ary

consumer goods and exportation of copra, Communications were re-

stored and wartime hardshipo were alleviated when the American

arm~d forces captured the Marshall Island8 early In 194/1. The

serious hardships of the Bikini people were yet to come however. ‘
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Evacuation of Bikini 2

Early in 1946 it was decided that Bikini Atoll was tne most

suitable location for the testing of atomic weapona. The Bikini.

people were aaked to leave and, as mi~ht have been expected of a

people of their historical. cor]ditioni.ng to obedience, especially

after more than a quarter of a century of autocratic Japanese

rule, agreed to leave their ance~tral home. The poa6ibllities

of resettlement in the Fiarshalls were very limited because land

is scarce (only about 74 square milee.) and very little of It Is

available for settlement, The Marshallese jealously guard their

land rights and will not willingly part with th,em.

r

Problems of Resettlement———

The 166 Blkinians were offered the choice of moving to

either Ujae, Lae, or Rongeri!{, all atolls in the northwestern

Mar8halls. Ujae and Lae were already regularly inhabited, but

Rongerik was only exploited by the people of neighboring Rongelap,

who had land rights on the atoll. These people visited Rongerlk

to make copra, to fish, and to gather other foods. For this

reason, presumably, as well as the fact that it was the closest

to Bikini, the Bi!cinl people opted to go to Rongerik rather than

U~ae or I~e.

A village was built on Rongerlk by Navy Seabees ar~d a group

of Bikini men, and all of the Blklni people were moved to thab
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atoll on March’ 6, 1946. Ror.gerik has a dry land area of 0.65

6quare miles, sczttered over appro.xi.mately 17 islands. It

has a lagoon area of 55.38 square miles-. This is much smaller

.,
than the 2.s2-square-mile land area and 229.40-square-rnile

lagoon area of Bikini, with its 36 islands

The attempt to settle at Ron[;erik was a failure, allegedly

due to the insufficient natural re30urces. A Board of

Investigation convened by the Navy on June 2, 1947, recommended

that the displaced Bikinians be moved again.

The Blklnlans through their leader “King” Juda, as he was

erroneously christened by romantically minded newsmen, accom-

panied by three leaders (slab) of Bikini, inspected Rongerlk,

Kill, Ujllang, Wotto and UJae to try to find a suitable place

in which to relocate their p~ople. The Bikini people were

lrrteref3ted in getting back LO their ancestral home as rapidly

8s possible and had alleged].y regarcled tnc past and future

resettlements as only temporary.

The period from Jun~ 2, 1947, to September 1, 19b7, was

spent in inspecting these possible resettlement areas. On

August 26, 1947 the council 01’ the ex--lliklnipeople on Rongerik

sent tt~e followl.n~ letter to the American authoritlcs:

(translation) : “TO the Office at Kwajaleln:
Gentlemen: We the council have held a meeting .
tO find the beut [31LICCtO ~0 tO. We nave been
to some other places to inspect :.i)d have con-
sidered them. In movlnu we fir,d it quite a
problem. The place we all agreed to stay on
is Rongerik PI’coil.

s)ile, ‘i”hcCour.cil[t
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It was obvious that the Bikini leaders refused to accept

the fact that they would not be allowed to return to Biklnl

some day and for that reason preferred to suffer the hardships

of neighboring Rongerik to a new move, in hope of being able

to return to their ancestral home.

.,
It was decided however, that the best Interests of the

Bikini people would be 8erved by transferring them to Ujilang

Atoll , the westernmost of the MarshalIs. Ujilang belonged to

the government, as heir to the Imperial Japanese government

which had seized It from ita former German owners, who had

“purchaaed” the tiny atoll from it8 former chief.

A group of Bikini men and Navy Seabees arrived at U~ilang

In late November to prepare a village for another resettlement

attempt. Shortly after their arrival, an announcement waa made

that the atoll of Enewetak, west of Bikini, and north of

Ujl18ng, would be commandeered as another testing ground for

atomic weapons. It wa8 then decided that the Enewetak inhabl-

tant~ would be resettled on Ujllang. This left the ex-131klni

people right where they were SIX months earner, but

undoubtedly with increased feellngs of insecurity, frustration

and general bewilderment.

In January of 1948 Anthropologist Leonard Mason of the

University of Hawaii, made a f’leld investigation of the problem

at the requeot of the Navy. He found among other things thaC

the relocated Bikinians were suffering serious hardshipa on

Rongerlk, and, despite a well-organized cornmuv,~lorg~inlzatlo:

.’,

.?- .,,



6

..

,—

r

were not getting enough to eat. He recommended that the

Bikini people be moved to another location.

Sojourn on Kwajalefn

Upon the basi8 of Mason’s investigation and recommendation,

the ex-Biklnians were again moved to a temporary locatlon on

KwaJalein Island In the middle In March, 1948. Here, In a “tent

Cltyti In the midst of Marshallese workers from far and wide, as

well as thoueands of American members of the armed forces, the

wandering Bikinlans awaited the next move. Once again a tour of

inspection was made of available and po~sible locationa for

resettlement , The posaibllltles finally narrowed down to Wotto

Atoll, which was populated, and the single Island of Kill in the

southern Marahalls. Klli was not populated and was U.S.

Government property.

The majority of the Blklnl people allegedly voted for Kill

as agalngt Wotto, and in early November of 1948 the 184

B1.kinlans were transferred to Kill Island. z

Kill Island

The new home of the Bikini people is a low ~lngle coral

island about one and one half miles long, on an axl~ of 063°

true, and is approximately three-fourths of a mile wide at Its

widest point. The extent of the area la only 0.36 square miles,

with no lagoon area and a small fringing reef. This compares

2 The Increase in population was caused by the addition of
Biklnlans vmo nad married out)’ plus their spouses and
offspring.
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very unfavorably~ of course, with the 2,32 r3quare miles Of

dry land area, the 22~’.4o square miles ofle.goon area, and the

large reef areas of Eikini Atoll. .

Ki.li was purchased by German traders from the local chief’s

and was operated as a commercial copra plantation by the

Germans. The title to the island was transferred to the

Japanese Government when the Japanese seized the Marshalls in

1914. It waa lea8ed to a Japanese company and operated as a

oopra plantation until 1940. There were allegedly not more

than about thirty Marshallese laborers working on the planta-

tion at a time. Food wa~ brought in from Jaluit Atoll, about

thirty miles to the southeast. Chickens and swine were raised

to supplement the imported foodstuffs, A small number of’ breaci-

frulttreeB were planted and ueed, but the island ua8 primarily a

copra plantation. Kill passed into the hands of the United

States (government following World War 11, and the few remaining

plantation workers were evacuated.

Klli., lyinE as it does in the southern Marshall, cn~oys a

heavy rainfall and has rich and deep soil, for the Marshalls.

Most of the island, 198.04 acres have been planted to coconut

palms (191.17 acres). A taro patch area occupies the center

of the island to the extent of 4.25 acr-es...There are a number

of’ bearing breadfruit trees, 3 some edible pandanug, a3 well as .

banana, papaya and pumpkin planting8.

3 A ~eriau~ breudrrj.ut bl::;ht has destroyed many of the trees
on Kill and remains uncnecke(l. A methou of conLrolllng
this menace has not yet been found.

., —.””,”
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Unfortunately, the lack of’a lagoon or protected ~nchorage

presents very serious problems to the inhabitants of Klli. The

unfavorable axis of the island (063-240”) in relation to the

prevailing northeast trade winds and the ~helving ccxnparatlvely

narrow reef, are factors which cause the ialana to be isolated

during many months of the year. From December through Harch

the equatorial front lies to the south, and northea~terly winds

prevail. Landing conditions are therefore generally unfavor-

able. From November into late March It Is possible to get a

boat aahore only during a few very brief periods, because of

the large breakers which crash against the rocky beacheB. Copra

cannot be loaded and trade good~ cannot be off-loaded. The8e

unfavorable 8urf conditions naturally prevent utilization of

the important marine resources, which at best are infinitely

poorer than those of the atoll of Bikini.

The Resettlement on Kill

The ex-Blkl.nl people apparently experienced difficulty in

adjusting to Kili. from almost the very beginning. This was due

in part to the different ecological condl.tlons. The change

-from an atoll exlstance where marine resources were abundant

and the lagoon and land areas stretched away ae far as the eye

could see, to a small, l~olated Island without a lagoon, and

without the rich marine re~ources which are found in an atoll

environment, was drastic. This psychological attitude toward

Kill was and hag continued to be a vital Impcptance in the lack

of adjustment. The refusal to accept the move to Kill as final
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and desirable has prevented a wholehearted attempt to ad~ust

to the island.

The writer was closely involved with the former Bikini

people durinE his years of’ service as District Anthropologist

in the MQrshal.1 Island. He lived on Kill for several pro-

longed periods and was able to see what life on Kili Is like,

In his opinion the complaints of the ex-Bikir]i people on Ki.li

are valid. Conditions are certainly unfavorable. There are

pe$ids when the island is Isolated and the people are very

short of food, There is no doubt that Klli could support a

~maller population, if the island could be supplied adequately

frcm the outside world. However, the only solution acceptable

to the former Biklnlans, as a whole, Is to return them to

Bikini.

Attemp~o Aid in the Ad~ustment Process

The Administration of the Trust Territory made various

efforts to assist the relocated Bikinlans t.omake a successful

adjustment to Kill_. A fif’ty-foot schooner was purchased and

turned over to the group. This was to be used to Bupply the

island In addition to the regular field trip stops. The craft

was soon lost In the surf due to mishandling by :he irlexperl-

enced crew. A ~econd craf’t was provided several yearo later.

This was a great help but was lost In a typhoon which swept

through the southern Nlarohalls in December of 195’7. Government

land was provided for the use of’ the Kill people on the rlefgh-

boril;g atoll of Jaluit,

used as a village area.

+—’ ~ Sooqi],-,“.,,.,

Several acres on Jabwor I~land were

Houses, a Storehouse, and other

03
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structures were erected by the government. These were to be

used by the members of the Kill. boat crew and others while

the craft was anchored off Jabwor. Three smaller islands were

- provided from which the Kill residents of Jabwor could obtain

coconuts, pandanus and other local foods. The typhoon wiped

out the village on Jabwof and the few Kilt people there left

the atoll for good.

A community development pro~ect waa set up to asBlat the

Kill people to develop and exploit the resources of the island

to the maximum. Handicraft production was stimulated. The

production of the now famou~ Klli Bags ha~ continued but other

items are no longer made for export.

Attemptg were made to exploit the large taro patch area aa

a 8ource of food, and possibly cash income. Two taro lifts

were made to Kusaie Island In the Ponape District. Large quan-

tities of high quality taro plants were obtained and planted on

Klli . It Boon became obvious that the former Blkinians, to

whom taro waa a very minor and unimportant item, were not

intere~ted In cultivating thla useful plant. It should be

added that taro cultivation la becoming Increasingly of less

importance throughout the l+far~halls, even in those areas In the

southern Marshall where taro once flourished. The taro patch

itself was ruined during the typhoon of December 1957. Wave

action flooded the area with salt water, which killed the few

plants which were left and affected the freshwater lens.

.,,.
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The Community Development Projeot on K1.li was terminated

some time after the typhoon. It was not continued by the

mXzWUYity Q9 far e.a I how.

AttemptB by the Administration to obtain another location

for the displaced Blki.nians have been abortive.

The economic difficulties of the former Bikini people

were alleviated when they were paid the sum of $325,000 W

the Government In exchan&e for the use of Bikini Atoll. The

interest from the trust fund, into which $300,000 was placed

fa a guaranteed income which hslpa the local economy. This

wI1l become less ~ignl.flcant as, the population Increases, as

it has since the fund wa~ established In 1956.

Present Attitudes Toward Kili

The attitudes of Magistrate Juda, the leader of the Kill

community, and of other leading people of the community with

whom I talked on Majuro, Kwajaleln and Eoeye in connection

with the Bikini Atoll Survey, seemed to be unchanged.

They still say that Klli. Is no good, it is like a prison,

there is not enough food there, and the like. The same ob~ec-

ti.ons which were made over a decade ago are still made. All

of the

return

people whom I interviewed ~ta~ed that they wanted to

to Bikini. to live. They were all very anxious about

the survey and what the results would be In terms of their

being allowed to return to Bi.kinl or not.

,s,, .,.

,,
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However, I was also told thst some of the people would want

to be able to live on Kill, even if a return to Bikini is pos-

sible. None of those with whom I spoke.said that this waa their

-wish however. Apparently at leaBt e.oineof the former 13iklnians

have made an adjustment of sorts of’ Kill. I was alBo told, in

connection with thi~, that even though some of the people wanted

to live on Ki.li, everyone wants to go to Bik’lni first and gee

their home atoll.

In order to evaluate this properly one would have to

interview the people now on Kili. This would be premature at

this stage when the return of B~kl~~i to its former inhabitants

is not certain.

On the basi~ of my past experience with the former

Blkiniane and my recent conversations and observation~ in the

Max’shalls, I bel.1.evethat the majority of these people will

want to return to Bikini. Tho~e few who have established

themselvefi on Plajuro and Ebeye, with good jobs there, may very

well want to

Ing llfe. A

Kill aa long

r-esourcea of

~tlll be the

live away from Bikini at leaat durlngt heir work-

fevf othero may see the advantage of living on

aa only a small number of people share the natural

that island wl.th them. Bikini will undoubtedly

home baae for all of these people however. An

analagous ~i.tuatlon can be seen In the populations of the

other Marahalle~e communities.

This prediction 18 of course based upon the aaBumption

that Bikini will. be rehahili’c::ted egricultural~y, so that the

people can make a living there.
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The Political Situation

1-

Decisions on the local level are made by the council of

family heacl~ and other maleao The council i.sheaded by

, Magistrate Juda, who ia also the senior male of the Bikini

group according to the traditional system, He ia the heir of

“the local chlefB (i,roi~), of Bikini.” The Bikini people were

al~o traditionally auhjects of a paramount chi,ef’(Iroij lablab),

who~e ancestor had conquered Bikini over a century ago. The

paramount chiefs of Bikini had never lived on the atoll but

only vtslted It from time to time to collect tribute from their

subjects. A percentage of the caah proceeds from copra produc-

tion was collected during the Jap.aneBe period.

The Bikini people, in effect, declared their independence

from the paramount chief shortly after their move from Blkinl.

They rejected him completely and declared that the U.S.

QOvernment WDS their paramount chl.ef, and not the absentee

title holder, wlncxnthey complained had never done anything to

help them, but only explolted them. This hae been the theme

for the paBt twenty years. On my last trip to the klarshalls

I found that thi5 attitude has not changed. They want nothing

‘tO do with Iroi~ Le~ol&fl Kabua who holds the paramount chief18

rlghta to Bikini according to the traditional Marshallese

custom. The attitude of rejection and refusal to accept him as .

their leader and spokesman hau hardened, If anything, after

more than twenty yeara of Independence. As I understand it,

hjO18i? Continuef)to m:Linc,ain[Ij-.gcl:i?.mto hi: hereditary rl~)lts

r“

-.
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in Eilcinl. This situation should be kept in mind in planning

for any future negotiations concerning Bikini.4

Bikini Atoll Today and Its Economic Pote”ntlal

I will not go into details of the condition of Blklni

today , These have been covered in my daily log and in

Agrlculturiat Jame8 Hlyane’s final report of the Bikini Survey.

A few salient point~ should be made here however.

The coconut trees and other food-bearing trees and plants

have been almost completely destroyed. Most of the islands

have become overgrown with vegetation.

The potential agricultural areas will have to be cleared

and completely replanted. Thla wI1l be a formidable task,

whl.ch will extend over a long period of time. Mr. Hiyane has

outlined a prepoBed program to accomplish this. I concur with

Hlyane but think the scale of the program should be greater.

All available areas of the atoll should be cleared and plafited

ao quickly as possible. This will hasten ~l~e relocation of

the exiled Bl!<lnians on their home atoll and In the long run

will be more cconomi.cal.

The large Islands of BII{I1-ll,Eneu, and Nam have the

greatest economic potential. They wire t~,c main copra-producln~

Islands, and the main sources oi’ vegetable foods In the past.

The smaller Islands toward the southwe~t, such as ;,erUkdJ and

Enedrik, were alao valuable sources of copra and food plants in

4 See Tobin, J.A., The Bikini People} Past and Prescr,:, M~Juro,
Marahall Islands, October 1952, for more detailed Information.
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the past. Hiyane reports that the agricultural .mtential of

the islands mentioned is good. Other smaller islands and

Islets can also be developed later, .

Unfortunately several of the islands have been completely

destroyed or ruined far agriculture as a result of the explo-
,.
sion of atomic weapons.

The 6maller i~lands and iBlet8 in the atoll which were

never used for agricultural purposes will continue to provide

birds and turtleB and their eggs.

The surrounding reef~ of tihese areas teem with fish and

other marine fauna as well. This ia an extremely Important

factor in the local economy. It will be crucial in the

~ucces~ful relocation of the former inhabitants of the atoll.

The abundance and variety of the marine fauna on Bl!<lni are

Invariably central to any dlsc(lsslon of that atoll by its

former inhabitants. The rich natural resources of Bikini are

alwaya compared with the unf’a~rorable sltuatlon on Kill.

Several factors point to Eneu Island as the most loglcal

place to start the agricultural-ecoriornic rehabilitation of the

atoll . The final decision ~hould, however, be made only with

the full concurrence of the Blklr,l people. All planning 8hould

be done with the leaders of the group. This Is not only equit-

able but It will prevent problems after t}~e people have returned

to Blklni.

The excellent harbors off Eneu, Bikini, Nam and elsewhere

In che atoll will of’ ccurse be .~-,ruc~fllIn the l-ei7;j’Oil.~.ta~~lon

,-., ,., ,,.,,%! y
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and economic stability of Bikini.. The lack of a protected

harbor and the coneoinitant inability to load copra abroad

ship and send merchandise ashore have been extremely serious

.,obatacles to succe~sful retiettlement on Kill.

Probable Pattern of Llvfng_on Bikini

If the former Bikini people are returned to the atoll

they will probably follow much the same pattern of living as

they did before the move. They will undoubtedly want to live

in the same village areas as before. The main village waa

located on Bikini Island. This was the social and economic

center of.the atoll. Settlements were also ].ocated on Eneu,

Nam a~ld some of the other smaller islands. The people will

need houses, copra, ‘~arehouses, SCP,001 buildings, churches, and

the like. The leaders of the community with whom I have

spoken expect that the U.S. Government will provide these

buj-ldln~<s, Just as the Rongel.ap people and the Elllb people

were pro~ri.dedfor. Thla is certainly a reasonable expectation

and should be fulflllecl. Some or the existing buildings,

especially those on Eneu, could be repaired and remodeled.

These could be used to house workers during the initial period

of rehabilitation of the islarid. They would be ofl va”lue to

the community In the future as well. I have indicated the

locatlon of the former village sites and dwelling Bites on the

permanently I.nhablted Islands of the a,toll in my Bikini Survey

Nlonl(j
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The agricultural practices of the resettled islanders

will probably be the same as in the past.

intensive type of agriculture. Coconuts,

and whatever breadfruit that otin be grown

That 1s, a non-

arrowroot, pandanus,

will be grown.

The resettlement program will, of course, give the

Marshall Islands District Agriculture Department an excellent

opportunity to plan for the most efficient use of the land in

the atoll. Improved varieties of’ food-producing plants can

be introduced and planted in the most efficient manner. The

coconut grove8, especially, can be planted to insure maximum

production]. This will be a valuable project In terms of

training :he local people and scientific experimentation in

atoll agriculture.

I believe that the Bikini pe~ple have become more orie~tcd

toward a cash economy ~ince their removal from the atoll. This

is especially true of those who have had to cope with the cash

ecor]o+nyprevalent at Majuro and Ebeye. This means that they

will probably be very much interested in copra production and

will wan~ to maximize the ylcld throughout the atoll. While this

will aid in the rehabilitation program and the eventual economic

ata~ility of Bikini, subsistence agriculture should not Oe

neglec~ed. Mr. Hiyane is, of course, well aware of this aspect

of the problem of agricultural rehabilitation.

A~ I have indicated previously, the Bllcini people can be

expected to make the maximum u~e of the local marine resources.

Birds and turties, arlcltheir eU&S, fish afid shf,llfish, ar,tiail

.“ ...—
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all other edible marine fauna wI1l be eagerly Bought . The

Trldacna and other large shellfish are especially prized by

these people. The large8t numbers of-these animals are

said to have been found in the reef’ area of Nam and contin-

uing down to the end of Bokdrolul Island and the tip of this

..
long, continuous reef. This includes the area from Bokbata

Island to south of Nam, where” large atomic blasts occurred.

Two iBlands were destroyed and a large area of the reef was

blown out, What effect this had on the shellfish population

is unknown. It is loglcal to assume that many of theBe

creatures were killed either cluring the blasts.or as a result

of the change in their environment after the blasts occurred,

Another Important habitat for shellflsh, especially Tridacna,

was said to have been the reef area around the Islands of

Lukdj and Jelete, which lie to the southeast of the previously

mentioned area. These Iolands are also Important as a source

of birds and their eggs, as well as turtles and turtle egfis.

Utilization of the smaller i~lands of the atoll will of

course require transportat.lon. Some of these can be reached on

foot from the neighboring large lslandB, but many of these

islands are Ioolated and water transportation 1s necessary.

The relocates will need a number of large sailing canoes

and smaller paddlin~ canoes. A small schooner, o< the fifty-

foot type used throughout the Marshalla, will probably also be

needed to move between the large islands of the atoll. The

smaller craft are not able to carg’f much car~o. Adequate

.—.,-: %,.;,

“ NICPNK2
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tranaportation for men, materials, and ultimately copra, is

an absolute necessity.

It Is very difficult to estimate the degree of

utilization of local vs. impor:ed foods. One can say, however,

that the Bikini people will use imported foods to a much,.

greater de~ree than they did before they were moved from the

atoll, Th18, I believe, Is the trend throughout the Ma.rshalls.

It is seen in the orientation toward a cash economy, based upon

copra production. If the Blkinians have the money they will

purchase rice, flour and sugar, which have become staple food

items on Kill and elsewhere in the Marshalls. These and other

foodstuffrl, including coffee, tea, canned meats and canned fish,

will be purchased in large quantities. They form an important

part of the diet and cannot be considered to be luxuries. I

would imagine that the abundance of fish and shellfish on

Biki.nl would mean a reductiorj In the purchase of canned fish,

and even canned meat. The availability of pork atld domestic

fowl locally would probably affect canned meat purchases. The

use of wildfowl and turtles would also probably mean a decrease

in canned meat purcnases. It should be nobed that canned incats

and fish are very expe]]~ive in the !@rsnalls. These and other

consumer goods must be imported over vast distances. This

requirement is reflected In the cost to the consumer on the atolls.’

T}2e local foods such as arrowroot, ~ncianus, breadfruit, banana~

and squash will undoubtedly be used in addition to imported

foods . Arrol~root and pandanu:; i,lereespecially important ~~,ti

,.--—,-.. .- ,
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greti in large number~ on Bikini. Breadfruit and banana~

were, I understand rare aa was tare, One can safely assume

tht If’ local foodg are available the.people will eat them,

88 well QZ imported foodg. The people of Bikini enjoy both

kinds of food and will not let any of St go to waate.

Although the Bildnians will want to visit all of

islands and islets in the atoll, and to exploit their

resources, I believe that If any of these areas were

the

natural

found

to be hazardoua because of’ remaining radiation the people

would comply with restrictions which would be necessary. Thla

should be a matter of local policing by the community Itself.

A thorough expl~nation Bhould be made to the entire community,

so that the reasons for Imposing such restrictions would be

clearly understood and appreciated by everyone. This Same

procedure should apply to afi reBtrlotion8 against eating cer-

tain food produced,on Bikini.,

The genetic pool of the Bikini people haB changed since

the move twenty years ago. Increased contact with other

Marshallese has resulted in out marriages. It ia probable that

this trend will continue. There will

between Bikini abd other parts of the

~juro will be f’ocal points for these

Kili, if people return there to live,

probably be more travel

Nlarshalls. Ebeye and

movement8, as will

There-will probably be

considerable travel between Bikini and neighbo:?ing Rongelap,

with whom a good number of the Bikini people have kinship ties.

1~ can be ~xIP~f:~;edthat ~~ore of “Ghe y~un~ ~>eo~le wj-11 be gb~~nt
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from Bikini while attending school on Eajuro, Ponape and

elsewhere. These Indivlduala wI1l bring in new ideas, new

waya of doing things, and in some caEes2 spouses frem other

groups.

I an~wered other related questlonB to the best of my
,.

ability and with the data available when our survey group met

on Kwajsleln. AB I Indicated in my covering letter, ~ome

of the queatl.on8 which were poBed cannot be anawered now. I

will try to ~nswer them when the data are available to me.

I hope that the information presented here will be

u~eful in planning for the po,saible return of the former

Bikini people to their home atoll.

Jack. A. Tobln


